  Know the Language Requirements of Your Comprehension Strategies!
	Strategy
	Kid-friendly description
	 Language Focus

	Predict
	I try to figure out what will happen next based on what I already know about stories and what has happened so far. Then I confirm my prediction as I read more.
	Macro-structure: Predict about character, setting, initiating event, character’s response etc.

Complex sentence: I predict that ___________, because ______________.

I wonder if _____________because_____.

(Future tense)

	Ask Questions
	. I ask “scientist” questions about the facts: Why? How? When? and Where?, so I can get at the big picture. I want to interpret what I am reading.  I make questions from facts I read.
I wonder….

I try to answer my questions with evidence from the text plus what I already know. 

I think… I realize…  I recall…  [image: image1.jpg]



	Question formulation: 

Practice formulating questions using wh-words.  Make a chart with Wh-question words matched to the type of info & examples from text. If I want to know the reason for a character’s actions I need to say

WHY…e.g. Why did Small Pig run away?

If I am wondering about a place/setting  I might need to use the word WHERE…IF I want to know the reason for an animal’s characteristic or any fact in the text I ask –WHY?. If I want to know how an animal moves I ask- “ How does…?

PROVIDE QUESTION CUE CARDS AS SCAFFOLDS FOR STUDENTS.

	Know the language 
	requirements  of your
	comprehension strategies




	Strategy
	Kid-friendly description
	 Language Focus

	Monitor & Clarify
	I check my own understanding as I read.

When I don’t understand and need to clarify I can: Decode a word I do not know or look to see if it has a pattern I recognize. Use my strategies to divide words into syllables.
Think about if the sentence makes sense or connects to other ideas. 

Decide if I understand the vocabulary or need to figure out what a word means.

[image: image2.jpg]ARG




	Focus on whether the syntax makes sense.  

Use knowledge of sentence structure, NP & VP, adverbs.

Attend to signal words (add missing conjunctions)
Watch out for complex sentences.

Think about coherence: if this word or sentence makes sense with the rest of the paragraph or story.

	Summarize
	As I read I think about shining my flashlight on the important ideas or main events. Then, I need to put what I read into my own words. IF I am not able to do this, I know to go back and clarify the parts I didn’t understand. [image: image3.jpg]



	Practice paraphrasing. Take key words and think of synonyms.  Look for the action verb then think of a word that means the same thing. Restate the important ideas with the new verb. Underline the most important ideas. Then tell in your own words. 

Deconstruct complex sentences into two or more sentences and paraphrase. 



	Make Connections
	Sometimes what I read reminds me of something in my own life, something I have read before or something that happened in the world. I can compare and contrast stories and information in text using evidence from the text. 
	The language of compare & contrast will help (see chart) This reminds me of _____because____. This is similar to _________,however____.  
Teach feeling vocabulary to connect to the character’s feelings. 

	Visualize
[image: image4.png]



	I make a picture in my head from the words I just read.  My picture changes as I read from line to line of text.
Think of the five senses.  Clues: The way the author describes the topic, events or characters. 

	Practice oral language for all the parts that go into making and describing the picture in your head. Language: elaborated noun phrases, action verbs, adverbs, prepositional phrases. Connect to who, what where, when and how.  MAKE ATTRIBUTE CHARTS.

	Make Inferences
	When I make an inference I have to use my background knowledge and the clues in the text. I may have to fill in the information that is missing.  As I move from sentence to sentence I look for links or make them myself.[image: image5.jpg]



 
	Point of inference. Looking for the presence of absence of cohesive ties. IF the connections between individual sentences are not clear, then we have to teach students how to fill in the connections.  TRACK THE REFERENTS: It, he she they.

Use the “critical triangle” This happened…but, so, because.

QtA: What did the author want you to understand right here in the text?
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