Microstructure for Comparison/Contrast Macrostructure
	Text Structure
	Function
	Language Cue Words
(signal words)
	Language Structures
	Comprehension Cues

	Comparison/
Contrast
	To show likenesses and differences
		similarly
	although
	even though
	however

	still
	instead of 
	both
	different

	but
	alike
	just like
	rather than

	in comparision
	on the other hand
	in the same way
	nevertheless

	also      alll
	or 
	unlike
	instead of

	yet
	same as
	so
	in contrast



	· Adversative conjunctions signal that a clause has information that is different from the main clause.
	· Compare and contrast...
· How are ...alike and different?



Microstructure for Cause/Effect Macrostructure

	Text Structure
	Function
	Language Cue Words
(signal words)
	Language Structures
	Comprehension Cues

	Cause/Effect
	To explain or give reasons why something happens or exists
(e.g., Why We Sneeze, Shiver, Hiccup, and Yawn by Melvin Berger)
	· if/then           
· cause/reason
· reasons why
· as a result   
· therefore        leads to
· because           due to
· consequently    thus
· since                 hence
· so                     affects
· for this reason
· in order to
	· Causal conjunctions connecting two ideas in a sentence are a signal that there is a causal coherence relation. 



	· Explain...
· Predict...
· Why did...happen?
· How did ... happen?
· Give the causes (reasons, effects, results, etc.) of...


Oral Language Module: A Pathway to Deep Literacy, Haskins Literacy Initiative, 2008     adapted from R. Paul, 2007
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